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FERTILISERS — PHOSPHORUS LIMITS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [3.08 pm]: Every year more 
than 5.5 tonnes of phosphorus from domestic use garden and lawn fertilisers finds its way into the Swan and 
Canning Rivers. To reduce the negative impact of phosphorus on our river system, the state government has 
committed to introduce new regulations that restrict the amount of phosphorus contained in home garden 
fertilisers. These new limits will effectively halve the concentration of phosphorus in domestic use fertilisers, 
which typically come in amounts under 50 kilograms. From 1 January 2011, phosphorus in lawn fertilisers will 
be limited to a maximum of one per cent—it is currently up to 3.5 per cent. Garden fertilisers will be limited to a 
maximum of 2.5 per cent phosphorus from 1 January 2011 and two per cent phosphorus from 1 January 2013. It 
is currently between 3.5 per cent and four per cent. The new regulations also will address the labelling of 
fertilisers to ensure that residential users are aware of best practice fertiliser applications. Industry bodies and 
government agencies have been working on the new limits for some time, and the specific details will be 
finalised over the coming months in consultation with stakeholders. We believe that these river-friendlier 
fertilisers will have a significant impact on the amount of phosphorus that finds its way into our river system and 
waterways. 

This decision also complements trials currently being undertaken to assess the efficacy of low water-soluble 
phosphorus fertilisers. Funded by the state government, these $1.1 million trials, in which the performance of 
high water-soluble products are being compared with that of low water-soluble fertilisers, are taking place at 
Scott River, where there are two; Busselton; West Coolup; Keysbrook, where there are also two; Muchea; and 
North Dandalup. State government funding for the Swan and Canning Rivers is also being provided across a 
number of initiatives, including $3 million to install an underground barrier to stop contaminated groundwater 
entering the Helena River at Bellevue and $3.19 million for the Swan–Canning water quality improvement plan, 
which aims to reduce nitrogen and phosphorus input from catchments into the Swan and Canning Rivers. This 
includes $1.15 million to rehabilitate the degraded Anvil Way drainage basin in Welshpool and to create a new 
wetland; and $180 000 to apply a Western Australian–developed nutrient magnet to parts of the Canning River 
to block damaging algal blooms. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


